[Evaluation of the reactogenic and immunogenic properties of meningococcal vaccines].
The results of the study of the reactogenic and immunogenic properties of meningococcal polysaccharide A + C vaccine in the controlled epidemiological trial, with regard to variations depending on the initial immunological characteristics of vaccinees in terms of the levels of antibodies to the polysaccharides contained in the vaccine, are presented. The study was made on school children: 303 of them were immunized with the meningococcal vaccine under test, and 229 (controls) with adsorbed diphtheria-tetanus toxoid. This study revealed that the reactogenic properties of the preparation were more pronounced in those children whose blood sera had been found to contain no antibodies to polysaccharides A and C prior to immunization. The immunological properties were more pronounced with respect to polysaccharide A. The titer of antibodies to polysaccharide A was found to depend on the previous immunological status of the child, which was indicative of the booster effect produced by the vaccine. The data obtained in the study suggest that the evaluation of the reactogenic and immunogenic properties of newly developed prophylactic preparations should be made with due regard for the previous immunological status of vaccinees in respect to the antigens contained in the meningococcal vaccine under test.